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June found us exactly in that place where we should have been after a

normal year.

The R. O. T. C. unit spent six weeks in training at Camp Lee, Virginia,

and those days will never be forgotten by the ones who attended. The Fall

brought them ba^k to school sun-browned, lean, and hard. Father Dean
was still President, Father Harris, Prefect of Discipline, and Father Frank
DriscoU, Vice-President and Prefect of Studies. During this year. Father

Harris was transferred to North Troy, N. Y., and Father DriscoU for the re-

mainder of the year assumed his duties.

The first event of importance in thisi, our Sophomore year was the

visit of Cardinal Mercier. He was received here with great ovations of

welcome ; the grounds were crowded with people from all the country around

who came to see the great Cardinal; the two companies of the R. O. T. C,

composed chiefly of the class of '22, formed the Guard of Honor.

The problem of introducing the Freshmen into college ranks properly

and with fitting ceremony was as usual the particular task of the Sophomore
Class, and it might be said that few classes have ever had the privilege of

managing in their infancy, a better class than '23. (Even today, we look

with pleasure on our work.) : v

In the spring of our Sophomore Year was founded the Villanova Col-

lege Chapter of the American Association of Engineers. This organization

was introduced into the school to provide a means of contact for our student

engineers with the engineering world outside.

And once more June came, and vacation, and an aU too quick September.

The Finals of the Sophomore year had caused a high mortality; there

were many vacant places at roU-call when we began our career as the Junior

Class. It was just prior to our return that Father DriscoU had been chosen

President of the College, Father O'Meara, Vice-President and Prefect of

Discipline, with Father Grelis as the Prefect of Studies. If the student

body had been asked to choose its own College President, or had been asked

to select for itself a Prefect of Discipline, there is not the slightest doubt

but that the very same men would have been chosen. Father Frank had long

before taken his place with the long line of cops, firemen, presidents, gen-

erals and other heroes; and Father O'Meara's smile had from the very

first moment won everyone of us as a friend unconditionally.

With this change in Administration, Villanova's phenomenal growth

began. One of Father DriscoU's first acts, was to divide the college into

departments, placing at the head of each, a Department Dean who was
entirely responsible for the operation of his department. This one step was
an enormous stride toward rapid expansion and a never before dreamed of

efficiency. The effects were apparent almost immediately. Father Grelis

was created Dean of the Classical Department, Father Fink, Dean of the

Pre-Medical Department, and Professor Humphrey, Dean of the School of

Technology, and all the energies of these men were bent towards systematiz-

ing and organizing the work of their respective departments. A perfect


